Honors College  HC 424  CRN 26897
Winter 2015
TTH10:00-11:50 @ 189 PLC
Prof. Monique R. Balbuena  (balbuena@uoregon.edu)  Phone: 346-2311

Office Hours: Tuesday 3:30-5:00 and Wed 1:00-3:00 at 101-G Chapman, and by appointment
       The Jewish Diaspora in Latin America

The coupling of the terms “Jew” and “Latino,” or “Jewish” and “Latin American” still elicits surprise and disbelief, especially among those who grew accustomed to identifying “Jewish” with “Eastern European.” However, a growing corpus of Jewish and Latin American literature increasingly demands that we acknowledge and confront both the Jewish contribution to the make-up of the Latin American cultural fabric, and the relevance of Latin American realities in shaping a distinctive Jewish identity.

This course will study the presence of Jews in Latin America, the construction and representation of Jewish identity, as well as the relationships established between Jews and non-Jews in different Latin American countries. We will read literature written by Latin American Jews, watch movies that present their realities and conflicts in a very diverse region, and observe some of the Jewish contribution to the plastic arts. We will also listen to music by Jews in established Latin American genres, such as the tango, and traditional Jewish Sephardic genres which are now being recovered by contemporary singers.

Among the authors we will read are Moacyr Scliar, Clarice Lispector, Nelson Ascher, Nora Glickman, Angelina Muñiz-Huberman, Marcos Aguinis, Juan Gelman, Jacobo Sefamí, Margo Glantz, Marjorie Agosín, Reina Roffé and Nora Strejilevitch.
Required Texts

Alberto Gerchunoff, The Jewish Gauchos of the Pampas
Alicia Freilich, Claper

Ariel Dorfman, Death and the Maiden
Moacyr Scliar, The Strange Nation of Rafael Mendes

Marjorie Agosín (ed.), The House of Memory

    
Samuel Rawet, The Prophet and Other Stories

Number of texts, both primary (poetry) and secondary (critical texts) available in “Course Documents” on Blackboard
Course Requirements
             Regular attendance and participation in class discussions:  

This is a seminar-type class, so your participation is a necessary part of this course. Your contribution will include actively listening to others in the class, voicing your comments and interpretations, asking questions, and thinking critically about the material before and during class. 


Reading and writing assignments:

You will be expected to read (carefully and critically) all the assigned material and write short response papers (1 page) to the works studied. There will be two papers: 4-5 pages for the first and 7-8 pages for the final. Each student will also give an oral presentation. No final.  Each student will also choose a book from a list I will provide and read it, write a review of it, and present it to the class. Other activities not listed here may be added later on. Collaborative work is encouraged.
The class will be encouraged to prepare work that can be presented in a student symposium on Latin American dictatorships and their legacies in art, music, film, etc to take place in the Spring Term. The symposium will coincide with a visit from the Director of the Human Rights Commission of the MERCOSUR, and the photo exhibit of Gustavo Germano at the Jordan Schnitzer Museum.
More on the Oral Presentation:  We will pretend to be organizing a conference on Latin American Jewish Studies. Each group of three students will form a panel and will write a general abstract for the panel, as well as an individual abstract for each of the papers in the panel. Preferably the papers will dialogue among themselves, will have a recognizable theme which allows them to be placed in the same panel, and will engage a critical question about one or more artistic texts. During the oral presentations students will briefly explain what their paper is about and how it is developed. Therefore, there shouldn’t be any biographies of authors or retelling or paraphrasing of stories. A copy of the abstracts should be handed out to the instructor and the other students. 

Grading
             First paper: 25%

             Final paper: 30%

             Response papers: 10%

             Oral presentation: 10% 
             Review and oral presentation: 10%
             Participation:10%

Expectations

I expect students to not only do the minimum required, that is, do all the readings and planned assignments, but also to bring suggestions, ideas and helpful criticism, thus actively participating in the shaping of the course. I expect students to come up with their own paper topics and thesis statements and to enjoy being treated as responsible adults. I expect students to be interested, work hard and, in the process, have fun. 

Learning Objectives

· Understand the diversity of the Latin American experience.

· Understand the role of Jews in the formation of Latin American countries, acknowledging their presence and participation in the very enterprise of colonization.

· Recognize intra-Jewish difference and diversity.

· Understand that the Jewish experience and identity in Latin America cannot be dissociated from the recent violent history of the continent.

· Recognize the connections established by Latin American Jewish authors between a Jewish past of expulsion and Inquisition and a Latin American present of immigration and military dictatorships.

· Observe how issues of memory, migration and hybridization play out in Jewish Latin American literature.

· Recognize the gender differences in migratory and minority experiences.

· Discuss the ambiguities and tensions in the process of national identity formation.

· Understand how Jewish cultural production is woven into the fabric of national culture in Latin America.
· Refine critical, analytical and writing skills
· Form community
 COURSE PLAN

Subject to Revision

Week 1    Syllabus, orientation, in-class discussion and writing.

                 Howard Sachar & Eva Alexandra Uchmany & Judith Laikin Elkin

                 Saúl Sosnowski: “…Protecting the Hyphen” 

Week 2    The Prophet and Other Stories

   Jewish Writers of Latin America: Samuel Rawet
                 King David’s Harp: Samuel Rawet

                 Vieira: “Brazilian Jews and the Discourse of Alterity”
Week 3     The Strange Nation of Rafael Mendes

  Wirth-Nesher: “What is Jewish Literature?”
                 Jewish Writers of Latin America: Moacyr Scliar

                 King David’s Harp: Moacyr Scliar

Week 4    The Jewish Gauchos of the Pampas

                 Edna Aizenberg: 

  The Gauchos Judíos: film  
                 Thu: First paper due
Week 5     Jewish Writers of Latin America: Alberto Gerchunoff 

                 King David’s Harp: Alberto Gerchunoff 
                 Claper
Week 6     Claper
                 Senkman: “Latin Americn Writers and collective Memory”

  Jewish Writers of Latin America: Alicia Freilich

  Thu: Death and the Maiden
Week 7     Death and the Maiden


   Jewish Writers of Latin America: Ariel Dorfman


   Death and the Maiden: film

   Feitlowitz: Lexicon of Terror Chaps 1 and 3
Week 8     Poems by Juan Gelman
   Monday, Feb 23: Lecture by Prof. Rebecca Atencio, “Official Truth and Other Truths,”        

                                               5pm at  Gerlinger Lounge

   Tango, Jewish Tango 
Week 9     Stories from Agosín, House of Memory

   La Historia Oficial, film
Week 10    Mini-symposium: presentation of paper projects (see file Oral Group Presentation)

                   Poems, stories, party

                   Final Paper due

