




The Jews of the US, Canada, and Latin America

Fall 2026 Course Syllabus


SPC 320C.33/ JS 363 / AMS 320C  / LAS 328 
Meets: T Th 9:30-11:00 
Taught in English.


Instructor: Naomi Lindstrom, Professor of Spanish and Portuguese
(lindstrom@austin.utexas.edu)
Consultation: Please come to office hours, make an appointment to consult via Zoom, or e-mail at any time. 
Office hours: Office hours: T Th 2 :30-4 :00 or other times by appointment
        Office location : BEN 4.144


	This course, taught in English, is designed to provide an introduction to Jewish life in the U.S., Canada, and Latin America. The readings and class discussion cover Jewish history and life in the Americas through its reflection in literary works, film, and music. For students unfamiliar with Jewish culture, there will be an attempt to define all terms and concepts encountered in the readings. More knowledgeable classmates are welcome to help out. There is some coverage of Jewish life in the colonial period and nineteenth century, but the majority of the material that we study will be from the closing years of the nineteenth century and the twentieth and twenty-first centuries.
          
Each student will write a final paper around 1700 words (approx. 7 pages) in length, not counting the bibliography, and must cover a topic and readings that are not already covered in class sessions and appear in the syllabus. The paper must have to do with some aspect of Jewish life in Latin America, the U.S., or Canada. It may be comparative in nature and cover more than one region. The paper may be on any liberal arts topic having to do with Jewish life in the Americas. You may write about literature, history, music, film, the visual arts, architecture, or such entities as historical cemeteries or synagogues. While the term paper must not be about one of the works included in the course syllabus, it may be about a different work by the same author, director, composer, or artist.

        This course is designated as writing intensive. Please note that your written work will be evaluated not only for the accuracy of content and evidence of critical thought, but also for the quality of the writing itself. This includes organization, such as having a clear central thesis and developing it consistently and avoiding digressions and excessive repetition. It also involves your grammar and linguistic style. Through drafts and feedback, you will practice tightening the organization of your paper as well as polishing the language. Detailed rubrics will be provided for all assignments.


Grading Criteria: 

Proposal of topic for term paper: 15%
First examination: 20%
Second examination: 20%
Final version of term paper: 40% (5% oral, 35% written)
Participation in class, drafts, prompts, and quizzes: 5%. Please note, drafts of the proposal and the term paper are not graded but count as “completion grade.” Their purpose is to generate feedback that you use to improve the final version, which will be graded.

Attendance Policy: Each student will be allowed four absences over the semester. If you are not feeling well, you should stay home to avoid spreading illness. In case of illness, notify the instructor and arrange to make up the missed work; you will then not be penalized.

The following scale will be used to determine your final grade in the course:

	93-100 = A
	83-86.99 = B
	73-76.99 = C
	63-66.99 = D

	90-92.99 = A-
	80-82.99 = B-
	70-72.99 = C-
	60-62.99 = D-

	87-89.99 = B+
	77-79.99 = C+
	67-69.99 = D+
	0-59.99 = F




Outcomes 

When you complete this class, you may expect to:

* Have had a brief introduction to Jewish history, life, and customs in the Americas

* Have been exposed to and analyzed a wide-ranging sample of Jewish film, writing, and 
	popular song from North and South America 

* Have gained experience researching and writing an independent project on some
	aspect of Jewish cultural production in the Americas

· Have improved your writing, both the overall organization of your paper and sentence-level linguistic style

· Have improved your ability to provide useful, encouraging, and diplomatic
peer feedback
		


Required Texts:  Readings posted in Canvas; film clips will be shown in class and a link
	posted afterward.
Please consult Canvas for readings and study them before the class meets.

August

25 Brief introduction to course: its aims, criteria, and expectations

27 Historical overview of Jewish life in the Americas, North and South	
                   Please look over these brief overviews (in Canvas)
                   “History of the Jews of Latin America” 
                   “History of the Jews of Canada”
                   “History of the Jews of the US”
                   “Jewish Population of the Americas”

September

1 What is Jewish life and identity? Why is there a perennial debate around
	          the question “Who Is a Jew?”
                      Englander, “What We Talk About When We Talk About Anne Frank”
                      
                       In groups:  brainstorming concerning topics for term paper

3 Brief introduction to Jewish observances and customs; Jewish languages 
Shua, "The Language”

8 Immigration (North): Cahan, “A Providential Match”; Lazarus, “The New Colossus”

10 Immigration (South): Gerchunoff, excerpt from The Jewish Gauchos 
            Shua, "Almost Like America" and "The Name Rimetka"

15 Cahan, “A Sweatshop Romance”; Alpersohn, "Of Pimps, Prostitutes, and Other Seducers"
           Instructions on the most useful ways to offer feedback to a fellow student.

17 By class time: Circulate draft of term paper proposal to other students and 
	instructor by uploading it to Discussions. You will receive feedback in class from peers 
            and also an individual message from the instructor with suggestions for 
	improvement. The draft is required but will not be assigned a numerical grade.

 17 First part of class: Peer feedback exercise: workshopping of term paper proposals in 
breakout groups. Instructions will be given in class.

   Second part of class: Jewish musicians and performers (South)
                                    Jews and the Tango 
		            Jével Katz
                                    Jorge Drexler


22 Jewish musicians and performers, North (Part 1)
	  Irving Berlin, George Gershwin, Al Jolson

24 Canadian Jewish Writers: Richler, excerpt from The Street; A. M. Klein, “Heirloom”

By midnight: upload revised proposal of topic for term paper to
		Assignments. This version will be evaluated for a numerical grade

29 Scenes from films Hester Street and The Jazz Singer

October

1 review for first examination

6 First examination. On line. Students first meet with instructor on Zoom 
to go over the questions and instructions, then have 36 hours to complete their 
answers and submit them via Assignments in Canvas.

8 The second generation North and South
		     Yezierska, “The Fat of the Land” 
                             Glantz, segment #1 from The Family Tree

13 Scenes from the film A Serious Man, directed by Joel and Ethan Coen

15 The Holocaust and its impact (North) Malamud, “The German Refugee”
     Isaac Bashevis Singer, “The Cafeteria”

20 The Holocaust and the mid-century period (North)
                 Salinger, “A Girl I Knew,” Malamud, “The Jewbird”

22 The Holocaust and its impact  (South)
                                    Nazi fugitives in South America
			Glantz, segment #2 from The Family Tree
			Rawet, "The Prophet"

 27 Jewish musicians and performers, North (Part II): Bob Dylan, Leonard Cohen, Drake

 29 By class time, please post a rough draft of your term paper in progress to Discussions in 
	Canvas. Please upload it as a Word document. 
      In class, we will have a peer feedback exercise in small groups. Later you will receive
             an individual message via Canvas email containing the instructor’s feedback.
      Second part of class: scenes from film

November

3 Big Names in post-WWII U.S. Jewish Literature (Part I):
                                    Roth, “Defender of the Faith”
			Ozick, “The Pagan Rabbi”

5 Big Names in post-WWII Jewish Literature (Part II):
			Bellow, “Zetland: By a Character Witness”
                                    Roth, “Eli the Fanatic”
          
10  Jews and Human Rights: Timerman, two excerpts from Prisoner without a Name, Cell 	without a Number

12  More recent Jewish American writers: Shteyngart, excerpt from Little Failure 
                           Goodman, “The Succession”  

17 Behar, “Juban América,” Spitzer, excerpt from Hotel Bolivia 

19 review for second examination

24 Second examination. On line.

26  Current-day antisemitism: Horn, excerpt from People Love Dead Jews 


Fall Break



1 The five-minute challenge. Students summarize the main concepts of their
	final reports. The other students in the class offer comments and suggestions.

3 The five-minute challenge. Students summarize the main concepts of their
	final reports. The other students in the class offer comments and suggestions.

4  Due date for final paper. Please upload to Assignments as a Word document by
	midnight.




****************************************************************************


Modality, Accommodations, Religious Holidays, Emergencies, Scholastic Dishonesty

       *   This course has been planned for face-to-face meetings except for two examinations 
	administered online. If changes in modality are needed, we will follow guidance from 
	the University.

Please note that all graded work done inside or outside of class must be your own.  Writing that appears to be the work of someone else (e.g. a friend, a Web or print source) and may entail severe penalties beyond just a zero on the particular assignment.  Students who violate University rules on academic dishonesty are subject to disciplinary penalties, including the possibility of failure in the course and/or dismissal from the university.  For more information, visit http://deanofstudents.utexas.edu/sjs/. We strictly abide by the UT Honor Code < http://registrar.utexas.edu/catalogs/gi09-10/ch01/index.html> on questions of scholastic dishonesty.
· Students with disabilities may request appropriate academic accommodations from the Division of Diversity and Community Engagement, Services for Students with Disabilities, 471-6259 http://www.utexas.edu/diversity/ddce/ssd/.
· Students seeking assistance with writing may wish to contact The Undergraduate Writing Center http://uwc.utexas.edu/handouts.  
· Medical assistance/ counseling services are available at http://www.cmhc.utexas.edu/.
· Religious holidays will be accommodated in a
way that does not disadvantage anyone observing them.
· Occupants of buildings on The University of Texas at Austin campus are required to evacuate buildings when a fire alarm is activated. Alarm activation or announcement requires exiting and assembling outside. Familiarize yourself with all exit doors of each classroom and building you may occupy.  Remember that the nearest exit door may not be the one you used when entering the building.  Students requiring assistance in evacuation shall inform their instructor in writing during the first week of class. In the event of an evacuation, follow the instruction of faculty or class instructors. Do not re-enter a building unless given instructions by the following: Austin Fire Department, The University of Texas at Austin Police Department, or Fire Prevention Services office. Information regarding emergency evacuation routes and emergency procedures can be found at http://www.utexas.edu/emergency
·  HOP 2-9970  prohibits students from recording class instruction (audio or video) unless a student obtains the instructor’s permission or Disability & Access has approved audio recording as an accommodation.  

 Generative AI use is strictly prohibited. Students are not authorized to use AI to generate ideas, outline an approach, answer questions, solve problems, or to create any product or output with any generative AI tool. All work in this course must be produced entirely on your own or created in group work, where allowed. Using generative AI tools for academic work in this course may constitute academic misconduct under UT Austin’s Institutional Rules and may be referred to Student Conduct and Academic Integrity in the Office of the Dean of Students for resolution. 

Title IX Reporting: Title IX is a federal law that protects against sex and gender-based discrimination, sexual harassment, sexual assault, unprofessional or inappropriate conduct of a sexual nature, dating/domestic violence and stalking at federally funded educational institutions. UT Austin is committed to fostering a learning and working environment free from discrimination in all its forms. When unprofessional or inappropriate conduct of a sexual nature occurs in our community, the university can:1.Intervene to prevent harmful behavior from continuing or escalating.2.Provide support and remedies to students and employees who have experienced harm or have become involved in a Title IX investigation. 3.Investigate and discipline violations of the university’s relevant policies. Beginning January 1, 2020, Texas Senate Bill 212 requires all employees of Texas universities, including faculty, report any information to the Title IX Office regarding sexual harassment, sexual assault, dating violence and stalking that is disclosed to them. Texas law requires that all employees who witness or receive any information of this type (including, but not limited to, writing assignments, class discussions, or one-on-one conversations) must be reported. I am a Responsible Employee and must report any Title IX related incidents that are disclosed in writing, discussion, or one-on-one. Before talking with me, or with any faculty or staff member about a Title IX related incident, be sure to ask whether they are a responsible employee. If you would like to speak with someone who can provide support or remedies without making an official report to the university, please email advocate@austin.utexas.edu. For more information about reporting options and resources, visit http://www.titleix.utexas.edu/, contact the Title IX Office via email at titleix@austin.utexas.edu, or call 512-471-0419.
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